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he Association of Pet Dog

Trainers (APDT) actively
promotes education for trainers in
the latest science of animal training
and behavior in order to produce
qualified professionals who can
meet all of your clients’ dog training
needs. We encourage certification
for all of our members to further this
goal.

Veterinarians can benefit from
partnerships with qualified dog
training professionals. It has been
estimated that at least 15% of a
clinic’s annual patients are lost due
to behavioral reasons. By referring
clients to a trainer:

Future behavior problems can be
avoided through teaching owners
how to properly socialize their

puppies.

Dogs and their owners who complete
training classes, or private training,
have dogs who are better behaved
during their clinic visits. Bites from
dogs (and cats) are the number one
reason for injuries to animal hospital
staff—encouraging clients to work
with a trainer to desensitize their dog
to being handled can increase your
staff’s safety and well-being.

Qualified trainers can educate clients
on how to acclimate their dogs to
common procedures such as nail
trimming and body restraint, thus
making their visits easier for all
involved.

Professional trainers can refer clients
to your practice who may have a
dog with behavior problems that is
suffering from a medical condition.

Looking to educate your veterinary
technician staff in the latest in
behavior and training advances?

A membership in the APDT can
provide invaluable educational
opportunities for veterinarians and
veterinary technicians alike.

Help for Animal Shelters

for shelter staff, volunteers and
adopters can dramatically reduce
the number of dogs relinquished to
shelters. Through the Association of
Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) shelters
can locate trainers in their area
who can help develop programs to
reduce canine stress during their time
at a shelter and give potential pet
owners a “head start” by teaching
dogs obedience skills before they’re
adopted.

Training and behavior education

A study in JAAWS (Salman, MD et al.
2000) found that behavioral problems
were the most frequent reason
owners gave when relinquishing their
dog to a shelter. The study stated
that, “the most frequently reported
source of acquisition for dogs
relinquished for a behavioral reason
was a shelter (39%).”

The study concluded that, “There is
a strong association between the ad-
dition of a dog from a shelter and the
relinquishment of a dog to a shelter
for behavioral reasons. Therefore, an
intervention strategy for educating
owners and training dogs in a shelter
environment may contribute to the
reduction of relinquishment ...Own-
ers of problem-behavior dogs own
these animals less than three months
prior to relinquishment. Thus, there
is a window opportunity that pro-
vides guidance and help, but it is a
very narrow window.”

Shelters and rescues can also use

the resources of the APDT to refer
adopters to trainers in their area

who can work to keep dogs in their
homes. Trainers can also partner
with their local shelters and rescues
to evaluate dogs for adoption and
develop the criteria for the best home
for each dog. By working to keep
dogs from coming back to shelter,
the more resources we can devote to
finding homes and ending the tide of
animal overpopulation.

Shelter workers can join the APDT
to gain access to discounts on our
Annual Educational Conference and
Trade Show and the educational
resources provided by The APDT
Chronicle of the Dog, our discussion
lists and networking opportunities.

Help for Aniamal Shelters




